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The North American Free Trade Agreement, also known as NAFTA, is a treaty that has 
progressed Canada’s trading relations with the United States of America, as well as Mexico. 
However, NAFTA has provided Canada with a transitory history that has been infused with a 
vast incursion of pros and cons. Essentially, NAFTA was deemed as a stepping stone for the 
development of other free trade agreements, but has ultimately reached its breaking point by the 
varying inequalities and discrepancies that have occurred with its three members. 
 However, NAFTA has created limitations for Canada with regards to improving its 
trading relations with Mexico and the United States of America. Since NAFTA’s conception, 
uneven economical flaws have not been addressed or renegotiated, thus leaving Mexico behind 
in development. Essentially, Mexico as a trading partner has been disadvantageous for Canada 
because of its trading deficit, dependency on the United States of America, and for being 
surpassed by China as a top trading partner.  
Now Canada must shift its focus away from the United States of America and concentrate 
on the trading benefits that can be derived from China. This was influenced by America’s recent 
intensification of its economic and security policies, thus haltering the fluidity of trading between 
the three nations. However, the biggest determining factor for this change was based on the 
introduction of House Resolution 4759. If the bipartisan piece is passed, it will ensure the 
complete removal of the United States of America from the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. Hence, Canada’s recent shift to China as a reliable trading partner. 
Since the economic downturn, China’s economy has the possibility of eclipsing the United 
States of America, due to its rising economy and rapid industrialization. Due to China’s interest of 
natural resources, Canada has the potential of being an important trading partner based on its vast 
supply of renewable resources. Currently, there is a possibility for the creation of a free trade 
agreement with China that was stemmed from the encouragement of numerous Canadian citizens. 
 Ultimately, results of failed renegotiations, protectionism and securitization have formed 
missed opportunities for the North American Free Trade Agreement to flourish, thus questioning 
NAFTA’s future. 
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The motivation for selecting my topic was based on an article published in the 
magazine edition of The Economist called the North American Integration: To each 
his own. This article addressed that the North American Free Trade Agreement had 
reached its limited potential. Originally, the agreement began as a promising idea that 
could create integration and improve fluidity in trading across the continent between 
Canada, Mexico and the United States of America. However, some scholars believe 
that the North American Free Trade Agreement fails in comparison to the European 
Union. Throughout the years, the North American Free Trade Agreement has 
consisted of inconsistency amongst its three members. The reason for this discrepancy 
is caused by the consistent adaptation of rules and regulations, as well as the 
introduction of new rules and tariffs aimed at legislators that generally favor the 
United States of America. Thus, disputes between Canada, Mexico and the United 
States of America have transpired. The assumption concluded by this article is based 
on the recent failed negotiations, and enforced securitization brought forth by the 
United States of America.  
The purpose of this exercise is to convey that both the economic recession, 
and the events of 9/11 had negatively affected the United States of America. 
Therefore, the occurrence of these two events had diminished the appeal of trade 
liberalization, resulting in the substantial increase of protectionism and security. Thus, 
being unfavorable for Canada’s trading relationship with the United States of 
America. When the North American Free Trade Agreement was first conceptualized, 
its primary purpose was to eliminate border control and enforcement. However, the 
United States of America violated the North American Free Trade Agreement with its 
recent stance on protectionism and securitization along its borders. Essentially, the 
United States of America has been treating its neighbors like enemies rather than as 
friendly trading partners. 
Concisely, President Barack Obama has displayed doubts towards the North 
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done in order to promote the American work force and to consecutively boost the 
American economy. Since the presidential election, Obama has vowed to renegotiate 
the North American Free Trade Agreement. However, Obama has since cancelled the 
majority of programs and meetings that involve renegotiating this agreement. Due to 
America’s recent lack of interest towards the North American Free Trade Agreement, 
Canada has shifted its focus on Asia, by establishing foreign policies and other free 
trade agreements. The main obstacle Canada currently faces is the overture of the 
House Resolution 4759, which will ensure America’s removal within six months of its 
introduction. These issues that have transpired throughout the past decade, with 
regards to the North American Free Trade Agreement, have influenced me to explore 
this topic in further detail. 
1.3 Introduction 
The North American Free Trade Agreement encompasses an interesting 
history filled with constructive and caustic events that have occurred since its 
conception. This dissertation will address the positive and negative effects, as well as 
the current controversies that have been caused by the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, since Canada’s ingress. It is imperative to acknowledge that NAFTA has 
improved trading relations between Canada, the United States of America and 
Mexico, as well as the fluidity of trading. On the other hand, issues about free trade 
and trade protectionism will also be concentrated on throughout the entirety of this 
document, primarily in Chapter Two and Three. To illustrate, the United States of 
America has increased its stance on protectionism and securitization, thus haltering 
the productivity of its trading relations with Canada and Mexico. 
The United States of America is Canada’s top trading partner, with the 
majority of Canada’s exports being sent there. However, America’s recent 
amplification towards protectionism has created the possibility of impairing the 
Canadian economy. Canada has already suffered from the recent economic recession; 
therefore the new provisions introduced by the United States of America have been 
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of America by supplementing its attention on additional economic powers, Canada 
has the possibility of financial striving in the future. Evidently, the United States of 
America has lost its interest with NAFTA, because of its introduction of various 
provisions that have been detrimental towards the continuation of this agreement.  
The dysfunctions of NAFTA will also be tackled in further detail, including 
issues on the environment, politics, cultural miscellany, provisions, etc. There have 
also been issues with regards to trading inequalities, as well as dysfunctional relations 
between Canada and Mexico since they entered NAFTA. This trading disparity has 
been disadvantageous for the Canadian economy, hence raising questionable doubts 
about Mexico’s overall usefulness as a trading partner.  
Evidently, the issues brought forth by the United States of America and 
Mexico has caused Canada to shift its focus on China. China is a rising economic 
power that has the possibility of eclipsing the American economy. It is also a country 
that has managed to go unscathed by the economic recession, because of its focus on 
industrialization. In contrast, America has been struggling, hence its turn to 
protectionism. However, Sino-Canadian relations have been beleaguered, due to a 
politician’s actions that had been directed at China. Now, the Canadian Government is 
trying to make amends with China before Canada is no longer a trading contender.  
Ultimately, this thesis will address if the North American Free Trade 
Agreement has been detrimental for its current members including Canada. In 
addition, the question of NAFTA threatening its own reputation, as well as the 
importance of free trade across the globe will be addressed.  
1.4 Thesis Arguments 
The North American Free Trade Agreement was one of the first of its kind to 
be conceptualized and introduced to the world. Since the creation of NAFTA, its 
history has consisted of both positive and negative attributes that have resulted in 
various disputes. Intrinsically, Canada has experienced issues regarding the North 
American Free Trade Agreement’s favoritism towards the United States of America 
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America to take advantage of Canada’s vast resources. However, one of the largest 
issues and limitations Canada has been facing, with regards to NAFTA, is the sudden 
increase of protectionism brought forth by the United States of America. With regards 
to this issue, the United States of America has been experiencing a rising disinterest 
towards NAFTA by its enforcement and introduction of both its securitization, and 
protectionism policies. Many individuals feel that the United States of America’s 
recent actions have ultimately affected the fluidity of trading, jobs and tourism 
between the two nations.  
There is also the concern of Mexico being deemed as a less crucial and 
beneficial trading partner for Canada. With regards to Mexico’s membership in 
NAFTA and the policies stipulated within the agreement, Mexico was intended to be 
one of Canada’s top trading partners. However, Mexico was eclipsed by China as a 
top trading partner with Canada. There have also been concerns with employment 
issues, since Mexico has had no significant increase or improvement with regards to 
job prospects for Canadian workers. This was caused by Mexico’s cheap labor. As for 
trading, there have been concerns with regards to the trading deficits and disparities 
between the two nations, since Canada has exported more goods to Mexico than it has 
imported. Essentially, the primary reason Canada and Mexico joined the North 
American Free Trade Agreement was to increase trading opportunities with the 
United States of America, rather than with one another. 
There have been some discrepancies with regards to Canada slowing down its 
heavy reliance towards the United States of America, based on America’s recent 
protectionism stance. Recently, the Canadian government is attempting to improve 
both its political and trading relationship with China. Ultimately, Canada wants to 
learn and adapt policies from the North American Free Trade Agreement, thus 
benefitting from the possibility of a successful free trade agreement with China. This 
prospect can boost its trading, as well as political relations with China and its rising 
economy.  
Canada is known for its vast supply of natural resources, but the apprehension 
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main interest with Canada is its non-renewable resources, thus it is important for 
Canada to trade its resources in moderation. Numerous politicians, businessmen and 
citizens of Canada believe that trading in moderation can be successful if autonomy, 
as stipulated by government based regulations and restrictions, is applied when 
trading its non-renewable resources with other nations. Throughout the entirety of this 
thesis, the most important arguments have been identified and addressed by the usage 
of various evidences when trying to prove the overall usefulness of NAFTA for 
Canada. Essentially, constant failed negotiations have been unsuccessful when 
prolonging the North American Free Trade Agreement.  
1.5 Source and Methodology 
The universal conclusion for this thesis was developed from a multiplicity of 
primary and secondary sources. Given the circumstances, it was difficult to acquire 
English literature published about the North American Free Trade Agreement in 
China. However, the primary sources utilized were derived from online books, PDF’s, 
dissertations and research papers. These resources contained highly informative 
content that were in relation to the topic for this thesis. With regards to the literature 
that was used throughout this thesis, it will be discussed in further detail throughout 
the Literature Review portion of this chapter. Evidently, given my residency in China, 
I was unable to interview important figures behind the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, due to a lack of financial support and traveling distance. 
The statistical sources that were utilized throughout this thesis had been 
derived from government websites, statistical websites, and research journals. The 
websites used to gather statistical data and charts for this thesis were obtained from 
the Government of Canada, Industry Canada, The NAFTA Office of Mexico in Canada 
– Embassy of Mexico, PRC General Administration of Customs, National Bureau 
Statistics of China, Statistics Canada, Agri-Food Trade Service, and Der Spiegel 
amongst others. It is important to acknowledge that statistical results have varied 
amongst each resource. However, when examining statistics from distinctive 
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addressing an issue, or solution with regards to the North American Free Trade 
Agreement and its dysfunctions. 
Concerning the secondary sources utilized throughout the entirety of this 
thesis, these sources came from a variety of online and published resources. The topic 
of the North American Free Trade Agreement has been covered by various 
magazines, newspapers, University research sources, press releases, and independent 
research from scholars or international organizations. However, the recent 
securitization and protectionism enforced by the United States of America is a recent 
trend that had been constantly changing, hence the disinterest in using outmoded 
published books about NAFTA. 
The North American Free Trade Agreement is an evolving entity and that is 
why online sources, such as articles derived from both news and magazine websites, 
were heftily used over literature works that had been published years ago. An example 
of some of the news websites that had been used throughout this thesis was the 
Canadian Broadcasting Company, The Washington Post, Montreal Gazette, etc. 
Essentially, as an author, it is imperative to showcase facts and figures that can fully 
platform the changes that have been occurring with NAFTA, and its three members.  
1.6 Literature Review 
There was a plethora of topics I uncovered that were in relation to the 
generality of the North American Free Trade Agreement. As mentioned earlier, I 
derived most of my information from a variety of sources that were primarily not 
from books. However, the majority of this literature review had been derived from 
journal entries and published dissertations in PDF format, due to their 
contemporariness. I found books based on NAFTA were primarily out of date with 
regards to the current themes, and alterations that have been occurring with the United 
States of America and its protectionism stance. Evidently, NAFTA has been a highly 
evolving agreement, especially after the events of 9/11 and the economic recession. I 
deem that it is imperative to be influenced, and inspired by newly construed resources. 
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There were two research dissertations that focused on America’s progressively 
evolving protectionism, and securitization standpoint. The first is called From NAFTA 
to 9/11 written by two authors consisting of Susan L. Bradbury and Daniel E. 
Turberville III. Evidently, this comprehensive dissertation was published in the 
Journal of Rural and Community Development, focusing on the changes that occurred 
with the United States of America’s economic and security policies after 9/11. Not 
only did America’s policies affect the other members of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, but also communities along the border. Another source that relates 
to this topic is the U.S. Mexico Environmental Treaty Impediments to Tactical Security 
Infrastructure along the International Boundary written by Stephen P. Mumme and 
Oscar Ib’an~ez. This piece concentrates its attention towards the United States of 
America’s border securitization, as well as the construction along the US-Mexico 
border. Consequently, the constructed fencing along the border has affected Mexico’s 
trading, as well as its environment.  
It was also important to highlight discrepancies with regards to Mexico’s 
membership in the North American Free Trade Agreement. With consideration to this 
issue, an enlightening research paper was presented at the conference of The North 
American Forum on Integration Beyond NAFTA: Strengthening North America called 
Closing the Developmental GAP: A proposal for a North American investment. Dr. 
Robert A Pastor, Samuel Morley and Sherman Robinson had explained the historical 
relevance behind the North American Free Trade Agreement, and the controversial 
issues that have occurred since free trade was introduced to the continent. Ultimately, 
the authors felt that Mexico had been left behind with regards to its development, as a 
result of being outshined by both Canada and the United States of America. This issue 
had created uneven economical flaws as well as disparities between the three nations. 
In conclusion, the three nations failed to renegotiate NAFTA, thus resulting in missed 
opportunities. 
Since the United States of America has become increasingly protectionist and 
Mexico is a questionable member for NAFTA, it was important to find sources that 
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written by Raaj Tagi and Lu Zhou, showcases China’s unprecedented growth 
throughout the years, which resulted in China becoming an international economic 
power. Evidently, the authors had examined trading data, thus concluding that Canada 
should be advantageous with the opportunities that could stem from trading with 
China. Whereas Canada‟s Trade with China: Insights on the Canadian Economy, 
written by Francine Roy, analyzes the evolving Sino-Canadian trading relationship. 
Roy also illustrates the successful development of China’s trading legislations 
throughout the past decade. Evidently, Canada can greatly benefit and learn from 
China’s rapid industrialization. 
Ultimately, both the scholarly and research resources that have been 
mentioned throughout this literary review have been highly advantageous for 
unearthing an answer for the conclusion of this dissertation. 
1.7 Thesis Structure 
By excluding the introduction and conclusion, this thesis contains six chapters. 
The following first chapter will consist of numerous themes that link Canada and the 
North American Free Trade Agreement. One of the topics that will be addressed is 
Canada’s transitory history with the North American Free Trade Agreement. Since 
Canada’s addition to NAFTA, their history has been infused with an incursion of pros 
and cons. One of the reasons the North American Free Trade Agreement has evolved 
during its entirety, was triggered by the creation of the trading routes situated 
throughout Canada, Mexico and the United States of America. These routes have 
ensured a variety of methods that provide a swift form of free trading, thus improving 
trading relations between these three nations before America introduced detrimental 
provisions against NAFTA. The primary focus of this chapter will be on the particular 
dysfunctions that have stemmed since the North American Free Trade Agreement was 
conceptualized. These dysfunctions have created varying inequalities and 
discrepancies, which have ultimately affected each nation.  
The second chapter will explain how the United States of America recent 
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